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JPO Status Report 2025
https://www.jpo.go.jp/resources/report/statusreport/2025/document/index/0101.pdf
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Statistics

JPO Status Report 2025
https://www.jpo.go.jp/resources/report/statusreport/2025/document/index/0101.pdf



Overview      
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10 years

Filing 
date

1.National 
Filing Date
2.Convention 
Priority Date
3.Hague 
Intentional 
Reg. Date



Benefit in Practices
A design that has lost its 
novelty by a previous 
disclosure of registered 
design is still registerable 
if requirements met.
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Design A 
Disclosed
By X

Identical

Similar

Related Design 
B Filed by X

Article 10:              
The Disclosed Design 
A is not a prior art.

Going 
to 

registerPrincipal 
Design A 
Filed by X



Transition 
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Related Design           
Available file                            
in 10 years

2020 Act 
Implemented

April 1st, 2020

Principal 
Design

Filing Date

10 years

Principal 
Design

Filing Date

X

y
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Term of Related Design
Remainder of  Principal Design’s Term
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Same applicant.

Similar to a principal design 
immediately filed before.

File in 10 years since a 
principal design files.

Requirements 
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Principal design* remains 
effective. (*either registered 
or applied)

No exclusive license 
granted based on 
principal design.

Requirements 
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Hague Practices
When Use DM1-You may submit a request 
about related designs. Otherwise, you can 
divide the designs into three independent 
applications in a response to an office action 
issued in a national phase.
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Hague Practices –Sample DM1
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Hague Practices –Sample DM1
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Hague Practices 

Recommend 
Pre-Filing Consultation

with Japanese counsel!
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Discussions
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Article 10 (2) 

If there is an Own Design lacking a novelty 
before filing a related design, the Own 
Design is not considered as a prior art which 
bars an applicant from registering a related 
design, provided that the Own Design is 
identical or similar to a principal design.      
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Own Design-Guideline 3.7.1. 
The term “applicant’s own design” means those 
designs for which the applicant for 
design registration for a related design holds the 
design rights or holds the right to 
obtain a design registration. 

It does not include designs for which others hold the 
design rights or hold the right to obtain a design 
registration. 



Discussions-1
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Identical

Similar

The Examiner for Design B treats 
that the disclosed Design A is 
not a prior art as Design A is 
Own Design of Filer X.

Filed by X Disclosed by X Filed by X



Discussions-2
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Filed by X Created &       
Disclosed by X Filed by X

The Examiner for Design B 
treats that the disclosed 
Design C is not a prior art as 
Design C is Own Design of Filer 
X.



Discussions-3

23

Identical

Similar

The Examiner for Design B treats 
that the Design A disclosed by 
the authorized distributor Y is 
not a prior art as Design A is 
Own Design of Filer X.

Filed by X Sold by Authorized 
Distributor Y Filed by X



Discussions-4
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Identical

Similar

The Examiner for Design B likely 
treats that the Design A 
disclosed by Y is not a prior art 
as Design A is Own Design of 
Filer X.

Filed by X Counterfeits sold by Y Filed by X



Discussions-5
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The Examiner for Design C 
treats that the Design D 
disclosed by Y is a prior art as 
Design D is not Own Design of 
Filer X.

Filed and 
disclosed by X

Created & disclosed 
by Y Filed by X

Similar Identical

Design D



Discussions-6
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The Examiner for Design C 
treats likely that the Design B 
disclosed by Y itself is not a prior 
art as Design B is Own Design of 
Filer X & Y.

Filed by X & Y

X-Y jointly created 
the Design B. Y 
breached NDA 
and disclosed 

Design B by itself.

Filed by X & Y

Similar Identical

Design B
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Use Related Design?
Better than Never, or,
The Best than Never.
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Thanks. 
Any Questions?
Contact :

Tomohiro (Tom) Nakamura
Email: nakamura@ipworld.jp

Marunouchi Estate Bldg. 10F, 
2-17-12, Marunouchi, Naka, 
Nagoya, Aichi 460-0002 
Mobile: +81 90 4216 8675 
www.ipworld.jp

Resources referenced: “Your Key to Success: for Obtaining a Design Right in Japan”
https://www.jpo.go.jp/resources/report/sonota-info/document/panhu/design_right_injapan.pdf

mailto:nakamura@ipworld.jp
http://www.ipworld.jp/
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